THE  LETTERS  OF   KING  HENRY  VIII

Christendom, ye shall say unto him, that being ourself at liberty
from marriage, and having a Prince our son and two daughters,
we can be content to make connection and alliance with us all,
to be bestowed on either part as upon just consideration shall
be thought for the purpose most expedient.    And forasmuch as
the same hath no great obstacle but the Duchy of Milan, seeing
our good brother the Emperor hath already offered it with a
restraint of a little time for the conclusion of a certain end, he
could be content to refer the moderation of that matter unto us,
as he shall be assured that we shall weigh all parts with a most
just weight of indifferency, and so bestow it with his consent also
as shall be most to his honour and to the benefit of Christen-
dom, so the same shall give us good esperanoe to conduce all other
things to a perfect conclusion.   And for a further demonstration
of our most perfect desire to enter a fruitful travail in this
behalf, in case our good brother will condescend to our purpose
herein, we shall in other his desires concerning the Turk impart
as liberally with him in any expedition to bo made to that pur-
pose as he himself can reasonably desire of us; and as the
world shall say we do as much desire the suppression of that
common enemy as he doth, having a just consideration what
we may depart withal, without too great injury to our policy
here at home.   And if our good brother shall reply to the over-
tures of marriage, and  show himself desirous  to  know in
speciality how the same should be appointed, yc may in that case
of your self desire him to declare unto you how he would himself
wish the same to be ordered; assuring him that yc know from
sundry of our Council here that they cannot be denied after any
reasouable sort that the same may be demanded.   And if he shall
any thing reply to the young and tender age of our son, ye may
thereto answer .that we will be bound that at the years of the
consent he shall marry that person,  if God send  them life
together, to .whom he should in this conclusion be promised.   All
which things we desire and pray you to set forth with your
accustomed dexterity, and even so desire our good brother in
his answers to the same to use like frankness of stomach as we
do use towards [him], which we trust should the sooner work
things to some good frame,
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